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Kawanhee 2013 
As we launch Kawanheeôs ninety-third season and welcome boys 

from far and wide to the shores of Lake Webb, we are reminded of 

the familiar themes that embody the character of this place.  We 

have had our full staff on hand since mid-June, and we are struck by 

the ease with which our new counselors blend with our veterans to 

form a cohesive team.  Only a group committed to a common cause 

could have rallied to accomplish so much in so short a time.  This 

seamless blending will be repeated this week as first-time campers 

are embraced by their veteran peers and come to understand that 

Kawanhee is about community, first and foremost.  Laptops, 

smartphones and textbooks will yield to open-hearted conversation, 

hands-on adventure, sweat and grit.  Fast friendships will be re-

newed and others begun. 

 

Last Friday the Kawanhee staff hosted our annual dinner for local 

friends of the camp.  As the evening was drawing to a close and 

most of our guests had headed to their homes in Weld and nearby 

towns, many of our counselors were gathered on the deck of the 

dining hall watching the sun set on the longest day of the year.  The 

ñtown dinnerò reminds us that our contained community is part of 

something bigger, that we are citizens not only of our camp, but also 

of a town that has offered generous and steady support over the 

years.  And the solstice sunset.  Thereôs no better place to behold the 

setting sun than in the Tumbledown gap, and thereôs no better re-

minder that we are part of something bigger still: a place where sea-

sons matter, where rugged mountain trails beckon, where pines 

whisper, and where the lakeôs surface reflects the wonder of natureôs 

ways. 

 

Before closing, we want to offer a shout-out to our maintenance guy, 

Wallis Tyler, to our chef, Sean Minear, and to our sailing master, 

woodworker and chicken-whisperer, Rees Tulloss.  Wallis has been 

on the scene and making camp ready since last yearôs camp season 

ended.  He manages to accomplish a ridiculous number of tasks in a 

day and seems, most of the time, to be in at least three places at 

once.  Although many of this yearôs projects have been out-of-sight, 

they are certainly not out-of-mind.  Wallis has installed a new refrig-

eration/freezer unit in the camp kitchen, built temporary housing in 

the woods for Dan and Tracy Webster, designed a new system for 

delivering water to our athletic fields, and on and on.  As busy as 

Wallis is, he manages to stream relentless monologue that amuses 

anyone within his airspace. 

 

Sean Minear, our veteran chef, is reinvent-

ing our campôs culinary culture.  In a year 

when Sean is serving more Kawanheeans 

than ever, he is introducing a slew of new 

recipes, including frequent vegetarian op-

tions, locally sourced fruits and vegetables, 

and an abundance of creative cooking from 

scratch.  The camp baker, Bailey Scott, is 

pitching in with a daily offering of home-

made breads and desserts.  Sean, Bailey and 

their crackerjack kitchen staff are earning 

high praise from counselors and campers, 

and we feel compelled to add to the din with 

a rave review of our own.  Thanks, kitchen 

crew! 

 

Any discussion of the Kawanhee dining 

experience has to include mention of the 

new dining tables made this past winter by 

Rees Tulloss in his woodshop in Weston, 

Massachusetts.  Rees specializes in fine fur-

niture, and we are lucky to have an entire 

dining hall full of his handiwork.  These 

tables, which achieve form and function in 

equal measure, were made possible by a gift 

from Jeff Morgan, a former camper and 

counselor.  Many thanks to Rees and Jeff. 

 

There is much more to be said now and lat-

er, but it will have to be later.  Carry on, 

Kawanhee. 

 

Mark & Liz Standen  
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Thanks to Wallis and a few dedicated helpers pre

-pre-camp work put us ahead of the usual sched-

ule. This freed us up for an intensive staff train-

ing in preparation for the bumper-crop  of new 

and returning campers (many in the 7-11 age range). 

This year we are so pleased to have been able to 

hire 8 senior counselors who are recent graduates 

of our Junior Counselor Leadership Training 

Program. This kind of hiring from within ensures 

that we know these guys very well because we 

have worked with them for years. In addition we 

were able to hire some very talented new counse-

lors, some with prior Kawanhee experience, and 

some who bring a fresh perspective. 

 

Highlights of the training week included a staff 

Tumbledown Hike which included goal sharing 

in break-out groups, and a Camp Craft campfire 

complete with story-telling from Mark Standen, 

songs led by our campfire musical ensemble, tes-

timonials from counselors who shared personal 

stories from their formative years at CK, and yes 

ï Sômores! 

Dan Webster ~ Camp Director 
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Staff Training 2013  


